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                            NAME:   Arthur Cyril Towsey  

         BIRTH DETAILS:   23 March 1878   Dunedin 

        DEATH DETAILS:   disappeared 17 March 1932 

                  CHART REF:   Towsey Chart  B1 

MARRIAGE  DETAILS :  9 August 1911,  Hamilton, NZ 

                          SPOUSE:  Mary Imelda Cooper 

 

PART 3 OF 3 
 

 When Cyril left for London, it was unsure whether or not he would ever return to New 

Zealand. The deciding factor at the time of his departure, would have been the degree to which 

he was successful at óHomeô.  

 Taking into account 

what Cyril had said about 

success in London being dependent more on being 

known than on talent, it is reasonable to assume that he 

had, by 1910, establishing enough of a name for himself 

to have gone on to a successful career in Britain and 

Europe. So there are other factors to take into account in 

his decision to return to the smaller pond of New Zealand. 

 The first of these would be his already lengthy 

engagement to Miss Cooper and in her case, there might 

well have been a greater desire to return to New Zealand. 

 Judging by the reviews of her London performances, she seemed to have a voice good enough to be successful, 

but when you look more closely at those comments, they might have been complementary, but they were not as fulsome 

as one would expect for a truly great singer. We should also not place too great an emphasis on the glittering status of 

the Lords and Ladies in her audiences, as these bejewelled socialites were clearly associated with her brother in-law, 

Laurence Cunningham, with whose family she had resided during her London years. 
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 When Mamie's sister's husband died in 1909, Mamieôs sister either wanted, or was obliged to return to New 

Zealand, probably bringing an end to Mamieôs easy access to high society. 

 Mamie also had quite a large family back in New Zealand, so all in all there would have been little desire to stay 

on in London. Cyril also seemed to be missing his home and would probably have chosen to return anyway, even without 

Mamieôs influence. 

 What this demonstrates, is that when trying for a musical career of global fame, an important factor is whether 

oneôs desire for the roar of the crowd is fervent enough to override attachments to family, friends and the familiarity of 

your home town. Cyril on his own, might well have opted for that career; he did not have too many family members left 

and had tended to move about quite a bit already. So he would have returned to New Zealand for a visit but quickly 

discovered that, having visited old places and faces, his greater desire was the hum and buzz of London. Mamieôs life 

though, before London, had been firmly fixed amongst her family in Auckland. 

 Having already been engaged for two years before returning to New Zealand, it is interesting to note that it was 

still another fifteen months before Mamie and Cyril married, in August 1911. 

 What is also interesting about this wedding, is that the only mention of it in the newspapers, is several lines in the 

Auckland Star Marriage Announcements. One would have expected articles to at least appear in the Wellington and 

Auckland papers. But then, perhaps the wedding was a small, quiet affair. 

 It is most likely that Cyril and Mamie moved to Hamilton at the time of their marriage there, because Cyril was 

offered a post as organist. 
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 His wife might have been regularly advertising throat medicine, but that was nothing compared to Cyrilôs 

endorsement of La Gloria gramophones. 
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 Knowing how the price of technology keeps falling, it 

is interesting to note that the price of the gramophone must 

have been so high that they darenôt mention it, except to say 

that it could be paid off over two years. 

 The advertisement below, for a concert by Frances 

Alda, sees Cyril as the solo pianist. We also see that the 

concert is being presented and directed by Mr. D.D. OôConnor. 

This is the professional name of Mamie's cousin, Dan 

OôConnor; Timothy Behane OôConnorôs eldest son, who was 

then 33 years old and developing his career as a theatrical 

entrepreneur. Dan OôConnor was associated a lot more with 

the Towsey family in the future, particularly with Cyril's son, 

Arthur. 

 Cyril had met and worked with the famous pianist, 

Wilhelm Backhaus during his years in London and, during 

his tour of New Zealand in 1926, Cyril took his son, Arthur 

to meet him after a concert. 

 Although Arthur never developed any musical 

talent, he did have a very good ear for music. 

 At 13 years of age, maybe Arthur was expressing 

the naivety of youth, or maybe he was being a smart alec, 

but when introduced to the great man, Backhaus asked 

ñWell, what did you 

think of that?ò To 

which Arthur replied 

ñYou played a wrong 

noteò, to which 

Backhaus replied; 

ñYouôre quite right. I 

did play a wrong 

note.ò 

 Whether 

Backhaus and Cyril 

then took Arthur out 

the back and beat 

him up, was not 

stated. 
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