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Gy TOWSEY TALES

NAME:
BIRTH DETAILS:

Arthur Cyril Towsey

% » 23 March 1878 Dunedin

CONC K\(;:\’ DEATH DETAILS: disappeared 17 March1932
CHART REF: Towsey Chart Bl

™. MARRIAGE DETAILS: 9 August1911, Hamilton, NZ

SPOUSE: Mary Imelda Cooper
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il When Cyril left for London, it was unsure whether or not he would ever return to New
e Zealand. The deciding factor at the time of his departure, would have been the degree to which
\i’ hewassuccessful at 6Homeo .
‘Q\x s Taking into account Mr. Cyril Towsey, the well-known

pianist, who has been following his pro-

sider i what Cyril had said about
success in London being dependent more on being
known than on talent, it is reasonable to assume that he
had, by 1910, establishing enough of a name for himself
to have gone on to a successful career in Britain and
Europe. So there are other factors to take into account in
his decision to return to the smaller pond of New Zealand.
The first of these would be his already lengthy
engagement to Miss Cooper and in her case, there might

fession in England for about four years,
returned to New Zealaud to-day by the
Ruahine. As yet his plans are not defi-
nitely fixed, but he intends to rTemgin
in his native land for some time at least,
and will give severa!l concerts. M.
Towsey, who was met by his father, left
for Wanganui by the RMain Trunk

©XPress. 30th May 1910

well have been a greater desire to return to New Zealand.

Judging by the reviews of her London performances, she seemed to have a voice good enough to be successful,
but when you look more closely at those comments, they might have been complementary, but they were not as fulsome
as one would expect for a truly great singer. We should also not place too great an emphasis on the glittering status of
the Lords and Ladies in her audiences, as these bejewelled socialites were clearly associated with her brother in-law,
Laurence Cunningham, with whose family she had resided during her London years.

OPER;\

FRIDAY, JULY 1.
GRAND MUSICAL RECITAL.

MISS MAY
COOPER

CYRIL )
TOWSEY

(Direct from London).

PROGRAMME.

1. Piano Solo, ‘‘Sonata in C sharp
minor”’ (Moonlight) Beethoven
(Adagio, Allegretto, Presto.)

CYRIL TOWSEY.

2. Songs—
(a) “In Questa Tomba’...Beeuioven)
(b) Three songs from R. L. Sieven-
son’s “A Child’s Garden of
Verses” Graham Peel
(¢) Die, 'Junge Nonne” (The Young

Schubert
MAY COOPER.
3. Piano Solo, “Ballade in A flat™

Chopin
CYRIL TOWSEY.
Recit. ¢ Aria, “O Mio Fernando”
(La Favorita) Donizetti
MAY COOPER.
5. Piano Solo, “Adagio from Fantasie
in C (Wanderer)...Schubert-Liszt
CYRIL, TOWSEY.
. Songs— .
(a) “Mon Cocur s’ouvre a .ta Voix"”
(Samson et Dalila)....Saint-Saens
() €0 Divine Redeemer”.....Gounod

HOUSE, HAWERA.

(¢) “The Pretty Creature’’ '
Arr. by Lane Wilson
(@) “*Annie Laurie”.....Liza Lehmann
MAY COOPEK.
7. Piano Solo, ‘“‘Scherzo in B flat
minor” Chopin
CYRIL TOWSEY.
8. Songs— .
(2) “A Summer Night”
Goring Thomas
Bemberg

(b) “Aime Moi” 2
Peter Cornelius

(¢) “L'he Tryst”
(d) ‘‘Mattinata”
MAY COOPER.

Piano used at this Recital: Schied-
meyer and Sohu, supplied by Dixon and
Bates.

Box vlan now open.

Prices: 3s, 2s, 1s.

Ist July 1910
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When Mamie's sister's husband di ed in 19009, Mami eds sister either wi
Zeal and, probably bringing ahghsaety. t o Mami edbs easy access

Mamie also had quite a large family back in New Zealand, so all in all there would have been little desire to stay
on in London. Cyril also seemed to be missing his home and would probably have chosen to return anyway, even without
Ma mi wmfusnce.

What this demonstrates, is that when trying for a musical career of global fame, an important factor is whether
oneds desire for the roar of the crowd is fervent enough
your home town. Cyril on his own, might well have opted for that career; he did not have too many family members left
and had tended to move about quite a bit already. So he would have returned to New Zealand for a visit but quickly
discovered that, having visited ol d pl aces and faces, his greater desire w
though, before London, had been firmly fixed amongst her family in Auckland.

CONCE " y ; THY COOPER-TOW SE  RECITAT
ST. PAUL'S HALL NCERT BY MR CYRIL TOWSEY, ~HUWSEY RECITAL
. peve——— 9 June 1910 A lavge audience as
MARY COOPER-CYR.]L TO“’S]‘.‘Y In our ad\'ert-lsmg columns ¥ill Lo ;ngh‘t 1o hear the secondss,?e‘:ilt)jﬁd gi]\?:rt{
IOTT: : 1 found an announcement of a concert My ss Mary Cooper and Mr Cyril
CONCERT. 6 June 1910 tlo be given in St. Paul’s Hall on #ri- ;1,:-)&‘:,‘0.;‘;;,,n§l"\‘gfﬁl II"“'“E‘V opened ‘the
X ) e o e Zram 1th “IMive - Lyric Pieces,”
To-morrow eveni . day, the 17th June, by Miss Mary by Greiz. The piani XS »
and_ MMy, Cyril Toagee{l?ll}hﬁecz%ﬁi Cooper aud_ Mr Cyril Towsey. '.l'h\r:v poetic feeling :lngll.:glﬁ)tut, sl)'(\:(\l\el:l‘s )f‘(::?
concert and piatio recital in- St Pagls: 12v0 both.just returned froxr the Cld 1OF Tince Was in every sense satisfying.
Hall. If the first part of the programme. COUREY, Where they spent over four (Soheperaigio, from Eantasie Sn G
is any ind " full “honeg 15 ne. Years.  Miss Cooper, beforo leaving Favereigy  lioiohsey was heard most
15 any inducement, 2 full “house is as- - oper, before leaving  favourably; his tone was very fine, and
‘sured.  For Ries' “Fs Muss Was Wun. London, gave a voeal recital in {le his jndicious nss of the pedal throngh.
derbares Sein,” Miss Mary Cooper re- Dechstemn Hall, and the London pupers 9ut was skilful. ' Mr Tawsey’s perform-
ceived the highest praise at lier fare- 1L every iustance spoke of her lovely s, o Shopin's Scherso in B Flat
well recital in_London: Her rendering Mezz0-soprano voice and her sympathe-  techn; ueasneéxlcel lerit, s]}o\\'||1g. a fine
of “O Mio Fernando.” from “Ta Fav. tic method of 3 ez . i Ay > an s Interpretation was
ouita?’ " captivated the eritics ."i'n :l‘:e ’ oCugl IkeIelnin, Ehe 2:1‘5“1 o "Ir‘lo“'sey T caliac mith
> ¢S, - ; 2 . wusiasm. oy h i
second part of the progamme something SMgS songs in French, Italian and Ger. that the ianoforte: sotox-ora S8 Tigh
lgre_mayfl‘)‘e expected in Miss Cooper’s Man, besides other English songs of ,",?]"I'f-“t’f’“""“,.V""“c» and ali students of
singing "4 Die Yung Nonne.” Mr-Run- the old-world music. The Lindon Powsey's visii Ganui must regard Mr
mon, in the 'Snfrf:da_y “Review,” “Times” 5 “Hop 5 g ~ _‘v.\ visit at no mean value. Miss
said. “Miss - Coopei. ey i says er quiet tone was 1e- Mary Cooper’s numbers were most en.
presint. by the tatoncis ot Lre )psr- sonant, and beautiful to listen to, Her jovable, ~Her rendering of Graham

" \ S ol 1o alles DR Peel’s “A. Child's N
formanca,” - Mr Cyril Towsey comes 0ice 15 naturally an attractive one, found g‘.aaf hild's Garden of Verses”

back to New Zealand with a big reputa- and she produces it easily.” My Cyril Miss Ceoper's. vojeo ‘;:u::fﬂw e ance:

. ey A ) <G8 fi auality.
tion, and tho.numbers he has chosen Towsey has_gmned for himself the very Her singing of “The 'I‘ryst’l’m(s"i‘ﬂ'}q;&)s)
for Tis . reappearance .are those with Mighest praise that can possibly be be- 45 exquisite, and her musical gifts are
wfhwlh he has earned e ‘mood opinion Stowed on any accompanist, and in ;‘m:}:ﬂ?nﬁ?clng{ﬁ c".‘?"’f" sang the
0f tcw Eﬂghsh crities.  His rendering any Press notices of concerts where Night’ of Goring Thomas, and “s;l\,r??t
o\ o hopin’s 'g"éﬁt work is masterly. ho acted in that capacity with artists 2 rendition which a Coionial -aﬁdience
e Gty oucher, violinst, will of the first flight such as Melba Mar. 3 Javely oreated to. Miss Cooper sang
play Grieg’s Sonata in C minor- with chesi. Al \? 1 < " The Banks of Allan Water” with fine
Cyril. Towsey, and also -the “Recit 1 ice Verlet,. Edna ’l"}mruicon, pathos, and her mezzo .voce work in
and Adagio” by Godard. Miss Croucher and otl_lers_, he is called “an ideal ac- the third verse was most eoffective. Miss
has - delighted critics in Germany ang toMpanist.” In many of the tours Mr g-?gper‘?eoft her mumbars included Saint
Australia. A the . acoompaniments Cyril Towsey was also solo iianied and ;léd'x;s Softly Awakes My Heart,” Gon-

ol 2 e 4 “O Divi » e
will ‘be played by Cyril Towsey. At No has many good criticisms for his sow's © l"our“lsl\? ethge()dl?:ll?ﬁy'ang llglelgr

the Marchesi-Carreno concert, a critic playing They will. be i Sortelive: " i
o 1 : cert, 8 : aying. \ _ assisted by cornelius’s weird  composition, “The
g::tci‘:é‘r“;fﬂ;\;zks'th?iclll? tf) distinugish Miss Louise Croucher, the talented ‘\gl?;‘mmm" : ' "
febneey 10 o o the s’ Snd. vk Soldom s the- Wenguimy 1, CCPMpmots woro Lenuifly
Hie s ’[;lnyr;?l bcy “‘3‘1: music loving public an _ opportunity doubtedly possessé’sllgi:‘ng?)?ef'h'.w]ho usi-
Towsey. * The'boz plan is open at to, hemt: such clever artists, and the cal standard, and imparts ligrgx;,om"]?ils:
Newcombe and Co.’s. Ridgway Street prlc?| of admission is within the reach plaving that requisite amount of sym-
of all. pathy_\\'hlclh goes a loag way to assish
a soloist., The piano used was a Brins-
June 1910 mead npright, and its tone proved most
s}t}:f,]:;.ble for the acoustics of St. Paul's
all.

Having already been engaged for two years before returning to New Zealand, it is interesting to note that it was
still another fifteen months before Mamie and Cyril married, in August 1911.

What is also interesting about this wedding, is that the only mention of it in the newspapers, is several lines in the
Auckland Star Marriage Announcements. One would have expected articles to at least appear in the Wellington and
Auckland papers. But then, perhaps the wedding was a small, quiet affair.

It is most likely that Cyril and Mamie moved to Hamilton at the time of their marriage there, because Cyril was
offered a post as organist.
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‘irca 1920s: Cyril with motorbike
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Arthur Cyril, Arthur John & Arthur Charles Towsey

“The most. wonderful gcriormaﬁco I
have heard in my life; and I have never
heard anything so marvellous as the

‘porlormance the winner put up,”’ aad

Mr, Cyril Towsey, ol Auckland, instru-
mental  judge, when speaking at én
evening session of the Manawatu Com-
petitions Society festival of the art of
Miss Iris Lawson, of Dannevirke, who
won tho 'cello solo, own selection, play-
ing tho “‘Hungarian®Rhapsody.”” 'The
judge added that lie knew the selection
well, and had played it himself for many
performers, but-he was amazed ‘at the
rendition heard that evening. He
warmly congratulated the accompanist,
the winner’s sister, who had done” very
well indeed in her sympathetic playing
of a most difficult accompaniment. He
stated that the -winner should go wvery
Inr and make a great musician. Miss
Ivis Lawson is only 14 years of age.

June 1924

Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013


http://www.caliendi.com/

FESTIVAL .
R A Mr. Cyril Towsey
The third ammual Cambridge Musical New Zealsnd's foremoit Piintst and Accs ist to Madame

and Elocutionary Testival concluded a

- P 1)
five days’ session with u magnificent de- Frances Alda, Prima Donna, says of his *“ LA GLORIA”

moustration coucert, last might.  The ok thowrht you il b Jteomted b v sheut et e hod ' ks B, the ot
competitions proved a huge success, in Glocie, Tha L Glorsa wam sut on avery record tested. |1 had berw hoping for some thoe

~ > & 1o teat out the two exachines, using the same room snd anme malke of needle. | need hardly
every way. The judges were Mr. Cyril e 1 aem 45 e the awner of & La Gloria, now proved by ACTUAL et ta

paieg b e
be the fimest nstrunuant om the market af the present tione.'
Towsey, Auckland, and Mr., Culford (Sed) CYRIL TOWSEY.

17 s " 2 A 5 The ariginal lasttar ean be inspectnd at the Head Offien of La Glaris, Aschlsnd
Bell, Wellington. 611 September 1924 £3 worth of Records FREE with every

Ylori
13th Oct, 1927

Mr. CYRIL TOWSEY

youe ovwn Ehooslag from wur nnw slocks of Columdis, A.C.O s and Bellona Becorde,
Just think of sarting off 2 Mecurd Lerary alsslutely FREE,
M CYR]L l OWSEY Sugh b the sslowndiog offes with which we are Introduecing the La Gloris, the Wosld's Dest
r. Cramoplone. Make e wmistaky about this foet: the La Gloria 18 IN A CLASS OF 175
OWN. Por over four yoars it ban fnesrporated the ravolutionary system of amplifiestion
that bas beon adeplod only recently by foreign manulastusers.
Mr CY l And don't forgst—the LA GLORIA i
> Made in New Zeanland FREE NEEDLES
Available on the most attractive lerms 'mrbwm' -
- - Two Years REE REPAL
zlcdcomga_nut to Madame Francg: NO DEPOS IT 10 Pay Remenbar, with ol Geoove-
a, “rll‘ma D:;mn- rays of his And sbove sll LA GLORIA S Square Deal "“'"?«...‘:"a.‘t.‘:'.“".....'.‘tt
A GLORIA”:— SEE OUR WINDOWS. Haar & dessonstration of thia s
King of Gramophunes, Cet your FREE Records snd go dinary way. But Vhess v
“I thought you'might be S hayey. et
interested to hear about = Dossn’t this offer justily ser clains to be .
test we had at a friend's THE FIRM THAT PUTS THE EE'S IN EASY TERMS
LA GLORIA GRAMOPHONES Ltd.
tween a latest model new
P >’ instrument and C. A. PORTER, Manager 107 CUBA STREET 2 Doors below Dustins’

the “New Wonder™ La
Gloria. The La Gloria won
out on every record tested.

¥ had been hoping for some
time to test out the two ®
machines, wusing the same
room and same make of
necdle. I need hardly tell

you how pleased I am to
be the owner of a La Gloria,
now proved by actual test
to be the finest instéuinent
on the market at the present
time.”

(Sgd.) CYRIL TOWSEY.

The original letter can be in-
spected at the lIead Office of
I.a Gloria, Auckland.

£ 3 worth of RECORDS
FREEK

with every

LA GLORIA

No Deposit. Free Reocords. Free
Repairs, Free Needles. Free
Deliveries. Free Service.

La Gloria Gramophones Ltd.
La Gioria Gramophones Ltd.

167 Cuba St. WELLINGTOR
C. A. PORTER, Mamagoer.

Telephone 23-259. 150ct. 1927

Circa 1926: Cyril Towsey visiting the Monfries farm.

His wife might have been regularly advertising thro:
endorsement of La Gloria gramophones.
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Knowing how the price of technology keeps falling, it
is interesting to note that the price of the gramophone must
have been so high that they da
that it could be paid off over two years.

The advertisement below, for a concert by Frances
Alda, sees Cyril as the solo pianist. We also see that the

concert is being presented and
This is the professional name of Mamie's cousin, Dan
O6Connor ; Ti mot hy BehanewhoOMa€ o n |

then 33 years old and developing his career as a theatrical
entrepreneur . wBsaassociatédCaolat mareg with
the Towsey family in the future, particularly with Cyril's son,
Arthur.

Cyril had met and worked with the famous pianist,
Wilhelm Backhaus during his years in London and, during
his tour of New Zealand in 1926, Cyril took his son, Arthur
to meet him after a concert.

Although Arthur never developed any musical
talent, he did have a very good ear for music.

At 13 years of age, maybe Arthur was expressing
the naivety of youth, or maybe he was being a smart alec,
but when introduced to the great man, Backhaus asked

iwel |, wh a

t hink of
which Arthur replied

AYou pl ayed
not eo, t o

Backhaus replied;

h ? 0 3 t £2 c .
|" 28 Masical Library fewesaiw fodn Eudy eaid his

Eady, had a
A8 the result of g gift of 539 volumes to purchase the hooks and he hx'g::l%

oy Ml Towds Eady T .~ would undertaeke to kee i

SeefioR dshto be esyt;blis;%ilcmlatm%slig up to date. The questli)oflhifco}legsfi!gn
Avekland Publie I . The gift the volumes and the handling would 1)§
was accepted by the City Council Tast left to the Library Committee, a request

AYouodre quiftnéght] tcltdphs ¢dpyq Post’s?? Auck. Deing made that the collection be

did play a wrong
note. o
Whether

Backhaus and Cyril
then took Arthur out
the back and beat
him up, was not
stated.

www.caliendi.com

land correspondent Mr, XL, A .. named the ‘‘Lewi Tusi

. L. A. E ; a ewis Eady Music See-
a letter to the council, stated t;fg ’tﬁz tion.”” Aliss E. Melville},’ in pl‘0pos?ii<;;
gift had been inspired by a suggestion a vote of thanks to Mr. Eady for his
ma](_le at the Libraries Conference, and Siih S2id the section would be a valu-
a lst of books had been compile’d by able addition to the library. The gift

the Chief Librarian, Mr. J. B showed th 1 i
- g Mr. J. Barr, after | ¢ value of the Libraries Con-
;ortlgul%tmg with I}:Ir. Maughan Bail: ference, from swhich the present oj}’:r
’I‘?)w' Mr. John Tait, and M. Cyril had arisen. 5 4 g s
sev. It was estimated they would Sth February 1927
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